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Introduction 
 
 

Terry Precision Cycling was founded in 1985 with a mission to get more women 
riding bicycles—comfortably, safely, and beautifully. Almost 40 years later, our 
woman-run team continues to push the bounds of design innovation of cycling 
apparel and accessories for female cyclists.  

 
At Terry, we believe that safety, comfort, and quality do not have to 
compromise performance. Terry is committed to minimizing the use of harmful 
chemicals throughout the production process of all Terry products. We strive to 
work with high quality manufacturers who value the safety of our Terry family, 
our production line, customer relationships, and the integrity of the environment. 

 
The Terry Restricted Substance List (RSL) respects this commitment by regulating 
the use of harmful chemicals in our production process and outlining 
expectations for our manufacturers. Terry’s RSL is adopted from the bluesign® 
RSL1, which serves as the standard guideline within the outdoor apparel and 

gear industry. The Terry RSL also considers relevant RSL guidance from the 
Apparel and Footwear International RSL Management Group (AFRIM)2 and the 
American Apparel and Footwear Association (AAFA)3. These organizations 
provide a reputable baseline for banned and/or harmful substances on both a 
nationally and internationally recognized level.  

 
The Terry RSL is a positive step forward in protecting the safety of our customers, 
keeping with elevated standards of environmental benefice, and propagating 
the growth of a more sustainable cycling industry. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Priority Chemicals 
 

 
1 “Bluesign® Restricted Substances List (RSL) Consumer Safety Limits, Version 13.0.” ©bluesign 

Technologies AG, July 1, 2022. https://www.bluesign.com/en/downloads. 
2 “AFIRM Group Restricted Substances List, Version 08.” Apparel and Footwear International RSL 

Management Working Group, 2023. https://afirm-group.com/afirm-rsl/.  
3 “Product Safety Guidance: Restricted Substances List (RSL), 23rd Edition.” American Apparel & 

Footwear Association, February 2023. 

https://www.aafaglobal.org/AAFA/Solutions_Pages/Restricted_Substance_List.  

https://www.bluesign.com/en/downloads
https://afirm-group.com/afirm-rsl/
https://www.aafaglobal.org/AAFA/Solutions_Pages/Restricted_Substance_List
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This list offers a comprehensive view of generalized chemical groups that are a 

priority for Terry to eliminate or replace with existing, safer alternatives from our 
supply lines. These chemical groups are marked as priority because there is 
research to back claims that these chemicals pose a considerable risk to 
environmental systems and human health. Additionally, these priority chemicals 
have limited feasible processes available for environmental restoration, clean 

up, or extraction.  
 
 

Antimicrobials: Antimicrobial and biocidal finishes are commonly used to 
control odor in textile and foams. The toxicity and harmful effects of these 
finishes is currently undergoing testing and there are many substances still 

in need of a comprehensive review. Terry restricts the use of these 
antimicrobial finishes, only utilizing bluesign® certified options, which 
ensures the safety of our customers and the environment as the safety of 
these chemicals is being more thoroughly researched.  

 

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS): Terry prohibits the use of long-
chain PFAS —including PFOA and PFOS— in water-based repellent 
finishes. Any extraneous use of any PFAS or water-based repellant finishes 
where it does not provide a specific performance benefit is likewise 
prohibited. Terry encourages and strongly prefers PFAS-free technologies 

of apparel and gear. There is growing evidence to suggest the harmful 
effects of short-chain PFAS; Terry strongly prefers alternatives to short-chain 
PFAS and is likely to institute a future ban on the PFAS subgroup.   

 

Polyvinyl chloride (PVC): PVC is prohibited in Terry branded products, with an 

exception for certain bicycle subcomponents, where durable alternatives 
are yet to be discovered.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terry Restricted Substance List 
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 Terry has adopted the bluesign® system RSL. The bluesign® RSL is a 
condensed version of the bluesign® System Substances List (BSSL), 
encompassing the most relevant and legally restricted substances for finished 

materials and products containing textile and leather. The bluesign® RSL 
recommends consumer safety limits and appropriate testing methods with 
annual revisions based on updates in the BSSL. The scope of the bluesign® 
system RSL is applicable to each individual component of a finished article. 
 

 

Definitions 
*Retrieved from the bluesign® RSL* 

Accessory - A component of a consumer product which is not classified as 

textile fabric (e.g. button, label, zipper, etc.)  

Article - An object which during production is given a special shape, surface, 
or design, which determines its function to a greater degree than does its 
chemical composition (fibers, textile fabrics, buttons, zippers, etc.).  

BSSL - bluesign® system substances list (BSSL) consumer safety limits. A list that 
specifies consumer safety limits for chemical substances in articles. It also 
defines usage bans for chemical substances prohibited from the 
manufacturing of articles.  

CAS Number - CAS registry numbers are unique numerical identifiers for 

chemical elements, compounds, polymers, biological sequences, 
mixtures, and alloys. Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS), a division of the 
American Chemical Society, assigns these identifiers to every chemical 
that has been described in the literature. The intention is to make 
database searches more convenient, as chemicals often have many 

names. Almost all molecule databases today allow searching by CAS 
number.  

Chemical substance - A chemical element and its compounds with constant 
composition and properties. It is defined by the CAS number.  

Component - A part of an article that can be distinguished according to the 
material composition, the functionality and/or the color and is easily, 

mechanically separated from the other components.  

Limit value - Limit values are defined for single substances or substance 
groups. The limit value is the maximum amount of a chemical substance 
or substance group permitted in articles for the usage ranges A, B and C.  
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Detection limit (DL) - The lowest quantity of a substance that can be 
distinguished from the absence of that substance with a stated 
confidence level.  

Quantification limit (QL) - The lowest analyte concentration, that can be 
quantitatively detected with a stated accuracy and precision.  

Limitation - For several substances or substance groups a limitation is defined. 
For these substances or substance group a usage ban is not given but 
only a consumer safety limit.  

Member - This term describes a member of a group of restricted substances. 
It can be a chemical substance or a subgroup of substances. See also 
chapter 2.13.  

Mixture - A chemical product composed of two or more substances. It can 
be, for example, a colorant or an auxiliary.  

Monitoring - For some chemical substances toxicological and/or ecological 

properties are not yet well defined. Therefore, the risk assessment is not 
complete. For some substances, sufficient information on possible/typical 
contamination of articles and chemical products is not available now. 
Those substances are under observation. Exact restrictions will be defined 
as soon as more information exists. In cases where monitoring status is 

accompanied by a limit value, the limit value should be the goal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sector of Use - Bluesign® ASSESSMENT for chemical products defines sector of 
use categories. BLUESIGN uses an approach similar to REACh for the risk-
based evaluation of chemical substances and transfers this to the 

evaluation of chemical products. This allows a product, process, and 
industry specific assessment of risks to human and the environment, that 
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can be adapted to all kind of industries. Some sectors of use are 
combined to groups as shown in the following table:  

Sector of Use Group Sector of Use 

  Textiles   Fibers/yarns 

  Textile articles including fabrics, laminates and non-wovens 

  Garments and other finished textile articles 

  Down/feather   Down and feather articles 

  Leather   Leather articles 

  Polymer parts   Plastic articles 

  Rubber articles 

  Metal parts   Basic metals, including alloys 

  Fabricated metal articles 

 

Several - When a substance group is not defined by a single CAS number, 
the field CAS Number contains the entry “Several”. In case of a restriction 
of the whole substance group this is reflected by a limit entry for the group 
or a corresponding comment. For substance groups, especially for large 

groups, some or all members are listed in the annex. When group 
members are listed in the annex, this is indicated in the comment for the 
group.  

Substance groups - For better readability and to show the hierarchy of 
substance groups the RSL lists:  

• Main substance group (bold, normal letter) 

• Substance group (bold, italic letter) 

• Substance subgroup (italic letter) 
• Single substances (normal letter) 

Usage ban - For several chemical substances or substance groups intentional 
use in manufacturing of articles is prohibited. That means that chemical 
products (e.g. colorants or textile auxiliaries) used for manufacturing of 
articles must not intentionally contain these substances or substance 

groups. The aim of a usage ban is to avoid release of harmful substances 
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to workers, to the environment, and to avoid occurrence in the 
manufactured article by applying the precautionary principle.  

Usage range - Usage ranges classify consumer goods according to their 

consumer safety relevance. 
Three usage ranges (A, B, C) are defined with A being the most stringent 
category concerning limit values/bans:  

• Usage Range A: Next to skin use and baby articles (0 to 3 years)  
• Usage Range B: Occasional skin contact  

• Usage Range C: No skin contact  

 

Terry manufacturers should refer Usage Range B for all Terry-branded products.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Testing Methods 

The table below consists of bluesign® recommended testing methods: sample 
preparation (extraction, digestion, derivation), solvents, and testing conditions 
are included. These testing methods should be utilized according to the 
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equipment availability and the accepted national and/or international 
standards according to each substance on the RSL. Other testing methods are 
permissible if they are incredible, verifiable, and procure equivalent results. 

Results should follow recognized standards for statistical significance and 
standard deviation.   

Sample Preparation Solvent(s) Temperature 
(°C) 

Time (min) Other Requirements 

Extraction with KOH Potassium hydroxide (1M) 90 12-15hr Derivatization with Acetic 
anhydride 

Extraction with MeOH Methanol 70 60 Ultrasonic bath 

Extraction with THF Tetrahydrofuran 40 60   

Extraction with DCM Dichloromethane 40 60 Ultrasonic bath 

Extraction with MTBE Methyl tert-butyl ether 60 60 Ultrasonic bath 

Extraction with water Deionized water       

Extraction with 
MEOH/Acetonitrile 

Methanol/Acetonitrile (1:1) 70 30 Ultrasonic bath 

Extraction with Potassium 
carbonate solution 

Potassium carbonate solution Room temp. 60 Ultrasonic bath 

Extraction with THF/Acetone Tetrahydrofuran/Acetone 60 60 Ultrasonic bath, 
derivatization with 
Acetonitrile 

Extraction with Acetone Acetone 70 60 Ultrasonic bath 

Extraction with 
Hexane/Dichloroethane 

Hexane/Dichloroethane 70 60   

ASE - Accelerated Solvent 
Extraction 

Acetone/Hexane (1:1) 100 -   

ASE - Accelerated Solvent 
Extraction 

Ethyl acetate 40 -   

Soxhlet Extraction Acetone/Hexane (1:1) - 480   

Headspace - 120 45   

DIN EN ISO 105-E04 (2013) Acidic sweat solution 37 60 Textile to liquor ratio 1:50 

 

Testing Matrix 

This testing matrix indicates the chemicals of greatest concern and highest 
testing priority and should serve as guidance for manufactures supplying to 
Terry-branded products. This matrix references chemicals listed in the bluesign® 
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RSL and further considers texting matrixes found in the AFIRM RSL and the REI Co-
op RSL4.  

Testing highly recommended 

 
Testing Recommended 
 
Not anticipated in material/ low probability 
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Acetophenone and 2-Phenyl-2-
propanol                         

Acidic and Alkaline Substances (pH)                         

Acrylamide 
                        

Alkylphenol (AP) and Alkylphenol 
Ethoxylates (APEOs), including all 
isomers                         

Aniline                         

Arylamines 
                        

Benzene                         

Benzyl chloride                         

Bisphenol A 
                        

 
4 “Chemical Management Guide & Restricted Substance List (RSL).” Recreational Equipment 

Incorporated, October 2022.  
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Chlorinated Benzenes and Toluenes                         

Chlorinated Phenols                         

Cresol, all isomers                         

Dimethyl fumarate (DMFu) 
                        

Dyes with carcinogenic potential                          

Dyes, banned and forbidden                         

Formaldehyde                         

Formamide                         

Halogenated Biphenyls, Terphenyls, 
Naphthalene, and Diary alkanes                         

Isocyanates                         

Isoquinoline                         

N-Ethyl-2-pyrrolidone (NEP)                         

N-Methylpyrrolidone (NMP)                         

N, N- Dimethylacetamide (DMAc)                         

N, N- Dimethylacetamide (DMF)                         

o-Phenylphenol and its salts                         

Perfluoroalkyl sulfonic acids (PFC)                         

Perfluoroalkyl sulfonic acids (PFSA)                         

Pesticides                         

Phenol                         

Phthalates                         

Plasticizers                         
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Polyaromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs)                         

Polyvinylchloride (PVC)                         

Quinoline                         

Siloxanes (D4, D5, D6)                         

Tetrachloroethylene                         

Tin Organic Compounds                         

Toluene                         

Trichloroethylene                         

UV stabilizer 
                        

Total Lead                         

Total Cadmium                         

Nickel (releasable)                         

Antimony (extractable)                         

Arsenic (extractable)                         

Cadmium (extractable)                         

Chromium, total (extractable)                         

Chromium VI (extractable)                         

Cobalt (extractable)                         

Copper (extractable)                          

Lead (extractable)                          

Mercury (extractable)                          

Nickel (extractable)                         



Terry Restricted Substance List (RSL) | April 2023 13 

Restricted Parameters and Substances 

The tables below are derived directly from the bluesign® RSL and contain all the 
relevant information for testing chemicals found on the Terry RSL. To access the 
complete bluesign® RSL, please visit https://www.bluesign.com/en/downloads. 

 

https://www.bluesign.com/en/downloads
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